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Dear Parents,

It is with great pleasure and honor to be one of only 10 schools in all of Georgia selected
for the OHighest percentage of students meet
a 2007 GEORGIA SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE.

Upon returning from winter break, | was escorted by 8 lovely ladies (Student Council
leaders: Charlotte Hinton, Caroline Bergwall, Erica Kastner, Brianna Levin, Michelle Vite
and Kayla Welte along with Christi Laverty and Vicki Stasiak) to the Cobb County Coun-
cil meeting and the School Board meeting to be recognized for this honor!!!!

Our presentation at both meetings was a compilation of thoughts taken from parents, teachers and students
when asked OWhat makes Murdock great?96 The foll owing

What Makes Murdock Great?

Murdock is a special place. Itis about kids. It is about teachers. It is about the
parents and community. None of these factors alone make a school great. What
makes Murdock great is commitment. A 100% everyday attitude from every-
one.
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Murdock teachers are The Best of the BEST!. They are very dedicated and suppor-
tive of each other. They use collaboration and communication within each grade level, across grade levels
and within the community. They share a common goal and vision for helping each child achieve their PER-
SONAL BEST every day!

Instructional practices 0 Instructional practices are implemented at Murdock in order to achieve success
for all children at and above instructional level. By beginning with the end in mind, our daily instruction is
RESEARCH BASED and designed to meet all student needs.

Our classroom instruction is supported by fine arts, PE and the media center each week. The staff is com-
mitted to involving the whole school and community in blood drives, jump rope for heart, the art show,
young authors teas, MBC broadcasting studio, award winning chorus and field days.

Technology & We feel extremely fortunate to have all of the advantages of the 21 st century classroom. Every
regular classroom has a Smart board, sound field system, 3 -4 desktops and an LCD projector. We also

have 7 laptop mobile labs and 2 brand new computer labs. We know that state of the art technology at Mur-

dock enhances the education of its students and supports the highest possible standard of achievement.

MESF 0 As a part of the Murdock community, the Murdock Foundation solicits funds and support from local
businesses to provide our school with a variety of instructional tools that have contributed to the excellence
at Murdock. Each student participates in 40 minutes of Spanish instruction each week. Our state of the art
science lab is equipped with a part time scientist to assist teachers and students with authentic science ex-
periences. The foundation supports teachers and classrooms with training and instructional materials. Last
year over $100,000 was raised to support our school.

(continued on next page)
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Local Community 0 We are so fortunate to have the support of our local community! Through donations

and interactive activities our partners in education g
ment at Murdock. We are thankful to our neighborhood families, volunteer organizations, and other local

businesses for rounding out the quality academic and social experiences for our students. They personally

invest their time, expertise, materials and finances to help make the Murdock family the best it can be.

PTA and Parent Involvement Means:
Smiling Faces
Financial Support
Materials Provided
Great ambassadors to the community
Volunteers
Generosity and Kindness

They trust us with their kids each day!

Students 0 Children at Murdock come well prepared and show a willingness to learn. They are enthusiastic
and focused on learning which is evident by their stellar attendance. The Murdock students are our inspira-
tion which makes it easier for us to inspire them. They are very proud of their school and consider it their

2nd home.

Our Building 8 For 33 years our original structure has provided a firm foundation for growth. As we expand
minds, we have expanded our building. As you walk through the halls, Murdock is very child friendly. If
our walls could talk, they would tell stories of the joy of learning.

Our presentation ended with a thought that exemplifies
tomorrow inside!é THAT I S MURDOCK!
Sincerely,

Natalie Richman
Principal
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